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:^g£g/ BoolvsPlanned on Ray Case; First 



By MAHTIN WALRXC,*/ • 

s.'«f •Ik.Th.X,. v,i Tm 

MEMPHIS. Mart'll 12 — "Next 

■Mrmnh 0 "' Eilrl Kay 11 

Prr^lf T * '“"SPst iiidu-.tr/." 

Mte? h ° r r man v,id '•‘" t fall 
n\nL . * uci ; pc,| P‘I Arihur J. 
Hanfs ,n Ray x lawyer. 

w a ^ r 'n/ 0rC, ”' n ' wll ° ’»-iid he 
was pronniLcl no fee for <| e . 
fendiOR Kay „ n ;l murd 7 r 

IhcRrv'n th x'. •' ,< '' 1ssin ation of 
•> R »?'.P Lu *her Kinp 

what hi T° 3,s0 corned 
what he referred to a s the 

panderin'; press” and its curl 
osity about Ray. 

Books In Preparation 

?'.* ' ar « rt of "’e Hous 



tu Be O ut Next W eek 



! » ‘T ‘ lur K p t 01 me Ifous- 
{ £S\wm ycr ^ sr " rn ^emed to 
' A^K V, dm nrac,fnr ^,ruic, the 
i *'Ul!li2 r "ho had 

* ^J^TTTflC I^TTTs tl) R a y» s ,j fc 

' wr1uen an< W; ’ S * CMln S hnnd *l 
wnuen memorandums from 

Ray in the Shelby County jail I 

??h« HU iI C hafi Nvritlcn iwoar- 
Uclc S about Ray for Look maga 

1 This week, .it least five books 
on James Lari Ray and the as- 
sassination of Dr. King were in 
preparation. C 

rr * nd JJr. Foreman had sue- 

lnm° d A| X r * Hnncs ‘ <)f n 'rming- 
oani, Ala., not only ns Ray's 

attorney but also nsn business 
associate of Mr. Iluic. 

n 9 no ° f l,,e . b °ohs on Ray 
ma the assassination is ready i 
or printing and distribution ; 
c was written by Clay/Bla ir,‘ 

Other Authors 

Bantam Books .mid that Mr 
aits _honk. “Thc'Jf’Stranr.e 
jse of JS Wes Ear f Kay>'. ivo~uld 
•pDbnshe3~f?\[ Monday or 
icsday. it will he a history of 
•V «*nd ot the murder, with a 
Jptcr on the courtroom pro- 
ving or last Monday when 
v pleaded guilty to murder- 
: Or. King arid was sen - 
»eed to DL) yean in prison, 
thcr authors preparing books 
luuc Gcrold Trank, who has 
Ucn six best sellers, among 
;n The Boscon Strangler"; 



|: 



Dr.' King's murder -was the - re- 
sult of a conspiracy, Mr. Frank 
said that he was trying to get 
more evidence bpfore making 
a decision. 

'History of Ineptitude* 

"f hope my book will be a 
full history of the assassina- 
tion of Martin Luther Kind and 
Avli.it happened nn all levels. 
Ami || there was a conspiracy, 

I b«ipc to know that. I will try 
to tell the entire unfolding 
jSlory." Mr. Trank said. 

“From Ray’s history of in- 
eptitude," he said, "I would 
assume that he was helped in 
the assassination or preceding 
it* hut that, it was not neces- 
sarily a conspiracy.'* 

"If we knew the true motiva- 
tion, it might well explode any 
idea of conspiracy." he con- 
tinued. "On the other hand, 
you cannot apply the normal 
measures of logic to a man 
who has spent most of his life 
behind bars. If he did this 
alone, he may have been turned 
on for reasons lost in the depth 
of his own personality." 

Doubts a Conspiracy 
Mr. Frank, who brgan his 
research last July, said that he 
had not paid any money to any 
of the principals or to anyone 
else for information. 

MV/ McMillan said that his 
booluVPortraiit of an Assassin,** 
"trmild uT ;T"jVsy i ♦ iioToJflm horrid y 
of Ray. It will be published by 
Little Brown & Co. Mr. Me 
Millnn said that he had a 
“very happy contract" and 
the! f^vyn reprint contracts 
had already been *;*„<=*: by 
publishers in eight- <c/umr*4. s 
"I have always believed that 
James Earl Ray did it alone." 

a ’ Th,s gu y is a loner. 

And I have never investigated 
*">: a -JP°Ct of a consoi racy, 
which has left me free to work 
on ihis biography." 

Mr. McMillan said that he 
had lured a psychiatrist to help 
him interpret the psychological 
effect on Ray of his many 
years in prison, his background 



,V. airangter'; un nay or 

ilKC rWV TcJU,l,an of Arhmn- y™rs in prison, his 

Deeres. a N.ishyi/Jct^ ^ prwcrtv and his family life, 
papcrmnn^and Mr. Tluic. Thing.* »Ae, what does it do ‘ 



rr a (N.isnvuic 

^papermnn^and MrV'Tfuic. 

»r. b rank's book mav be 
:nost comprehensive. W»th 
ported advance of $100,000 
•Vw York writer plans to, 
•‘1 two years researching 
writing his h ook for Daub! 
« Co., Inc. 

<.crc~ ether authors have 
<'sscd opinions jlh iuWcth 



‘ n th c samtL 
bed with his parents when he 
is growing up," he said. 

Mr McMilbn said his book 
was to have bern published four 
lhc rnd of Bay* i 
if™d!“hfsa C id ma ^ P ^ hc d| 



'Mr ^ufres's book !g. be 
published by New American 
Library, may bn (lie second 
book out tin Kay. Mr. Squires, 
who has covered the case for 
Jus newspaper, The Nashville 
1 ennessean, said the writing 
should he completed in the next 
two weeks. 

Ho said lie hoped the hook 
would lie a "complete account 
of the murder of Dr. King, the 
arrest of Ray. the hiring and 
firing of Hanes and what went 
on in Memphis." 

^ titled 6 b °° k HaS n0t yCt bccn 

Mr. Iluic, who bought the 
publication rights to Rav's life 
story last July, originally had 
signed a contract calling for 
proceeds from a hook to be 
split between himself, Mr. 
Hanes and Ray. 

Disbelieves Theory 

He paid an advance of $25.- 
000 to Ray, who signed the 
utcr to Mr. ’Hanes as 
part of his legal tye, r 



Mohr 

Bishop 

Casper 

Callahan . 

Conrad 

Felt 

Gale 

Rosen 



Sullivan 
TaveJ 
Trotter 
Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 



The Washington Post 
TimcN Herald . 



The Washington Dnily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) 
The Sunday Star (Washington) _ 
Daily News (New York) 



Sunday Nows (New York) 

New York Post 

The New York Times 5 ?^* * 

The Sun (Baltimore) 

The Daily World . ~~ 

The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer 

People's World . 



Examiner (Washington) . 



Date 



MAR 1 3 1959 
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Mr, IluU, rt- resident 
scllc, Ala., whn is the author 
of a hnlf-do/ni best-sellers, 
wrote in llii* two m liilr.s (m 
Look nm^azinc last fgj: ;; ,<u 

U.iy said there had bet,, a con-T 
s pi racy to* murder Dr. King. 

However, Mr. lluie said in 
Memphis this week that he no 
longer believed in the conspir- 
acy theory. 

Mr. Huic said that Ray had 
told him that the assassin went 
into a rooming house and shot 
fit Dr. King across the street 
while ltay\ was seated in front 
of the rooming house in the 
driver’s seat ol a white Mus- 
tang car. 

The author quoted Rav as 
saying that the assassin rushed 
down the stairs of the rooming 
house and hid on the floor of 
the hack seat of the car, cover- 
ing himself with a sheet while) 
Ray drove him out of town. 

"When I could not find the' 
•man, I concluded that Ray| 
himself made Ihe decision to « 
kill Dr. King.” Mr. Huie said. | 

A third article for Look was 
prepared this week by Mr. lime 
and Mr. Foreman. In addition. 
Mr, lluie is completing a book 
on Dr. King's assassination for 
the Dell Publishing Company. I 
The book, which will concen- 
trate on activities of Ray before 
and after the murder, has been 
tentatively titled. “He Slew the 
Dreamer 1 .” 

Although Mr. Hanes still has 
a claim against a portion of 
the proceeds from the sale of 
Mr. Huie's book, the Alabama 
author told reporters in Mem- 
phis this week that he had a 
con t^un-xuith Mr c | 
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